Minutes of Slaley Parish Council ONE WEEK EARLY on

Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.30 p.m. in Slaley Commemoration Hall.

1. Apologies.  Councillors I.C. Hancock & A.S. Robson.

Present: Councillor C. A. Brooks in the Chair. Councillor, L. Norris, & Clerk Mrs P. Wilson. 

County Councillor None. 

Public: Eileen Tuohy.  Northumbria Police: None:  Courant Reporter: Rosalind Saul.  Slaley Notes Michael Elphick.  Community Trust: Catherine Lincoln for part of meeting.

Because only two Councillors were present no decisions could be made.

2. Declaration of Interests and Hospitality Record.

None.

3. Minutes of August Parish Council Meeting (circulated pages 714 – 718 + appendix 1, page 719).  Proposed as a true record by Cllr. C Brooks and seconded by Cllr. L. Norris. The minutes were approved and signed.  (Already approved by Cllr Hancock)

4. Matters Arising.

a) 4a 8/8/11 & 5 8/8/11, 4b 11/7/11, 14 13/6/11: Bus shelter – Given the level of objections to the proposed site Cllr Hancock reported in the Slaley Newsletter that the shelter would not be placed on the verge in the village.  The Clerk was instructed by email on 25/8/11 to contact the immediate neighbours and inform them of the PC’s decision.  This was done and the letters hand delivered. Trevor Golightly had spent approximately £250 - £300 + vat on repairs, delivery without further repairs would cost in the region of £30 (depending upon distance).  Cllr Hancock tried to download the information on the NALC website regarding selling PC assets, but he could not log in.  We need this information before proceeding.  Cllr Norris tabled two possibilities for the bus shelter (i) Give to Ladycross for use as a bird watching hide (ii) Give to Rose and Crown or Travellers Rest as a Smokers shelter – these may incur ‘change of use’ rules 

b) Information Board (see agenda item 13a below) Michael Elphick made contact with Marcus Byron).
5. Public Participation.

The residents of Winter House asked about the plans for the school field.  How did the combined ‘Body’ carrying the project forward operate?  Cllr Brooks replied that the PC was responsible for insurance and maintenance.  The CT undertook the consultation and made the application for funding on behalf of the school.  The School is providing the site.  Consultation took place in August last year.  Decisions were made according to the consultation findings, the site dimensions and the available funding.

6. Community Trust Report 

a) Village Planters (see 15 a later in minutes).  It was agreed that the Clerk would email the absent Councillors and ask if they were happy for the Village Hall to utilise the planters.  Clerk then to contact CL by email and inform her of the decision.

b) Where to Buy Locally and the Business Directory is presently being reviewed by the CT and will be distributed as one leaflet in December.

c) QE11 Diamond Jubilee – June 2012 – as yet no firm interest for any celebration has been made to the CT.

d) Parkside Stone – Dorothy Bell, after speaking with PC Clerk, made contact with CL and asked for an update on a new Ladycross Stone sign.  (see agenda 16b below)  Clerk to circulate information.  Decision deferred to the October meeting.

e) Recap of the sport and play project.  Funding from HDF £20,000 for play and £5,891.25 for sport.  Project must be completed and monies claimed by November 1st.  CL thought this was possible.  Headteacher, Mrs Ross, is happy for workmen to work on the rear of the school field during term time.  Permission for access through adjoining field is still to be determined.  The application to Community Chest for the funding shortfall is still to be submitted.  Expected time for funding from CC Colin Horncastle to cover surface work is still to be determined.  The scheduled meeting on Wednesday September 7th will now take place at the school. (subject to confirmation of Headteacher).

7. Matters for Discussion with County Councillor

None.

8. Correspondence.

Hard copy

a) NCC planning – copies of decision notices to PCs will no longer be sent out to statutory consultees.  Applications must from August 22nd be tracked from the NCC website. Information circulating.  Defer to October meeting

b) Royal Horticultural Society information re Britain in Bloom – regional coordinator Paula Darrington on 673440 / darringtondesign@hotmail.com  Defer to October meeting
c) Slaley Commemoration Hall notice of hire charge increases – Committee Room now £8 per hour.

d) Carers Northumberland letter and 3 large business cards; Glasdon products advertising leaflets; Clerks & Councils Direct September ; SMP Playgrounds leaflet.

Email

a) 11/8/11 Northern Voice August newsletter

b) 13/8/11 M Elphick requesting a support letter objecting to loss of NCC funding towards CAN – this would leave Defra & the Lottery Funding as the main funders.  Cllr Hancock did not circulate or give any indication of his suggested action  Defer to October meeting 

c) 12/8/11 NCC New Community Safety Officer contact details.

d) 15/8/11 Northumberland LINk August Newsletter

e) 15/8/11 RSB No 30

f) 16/8/11 Steve Shaw – proposal to empower local councils

g) 22/8/11 Change of venue for LMAPS meeting

h) 23/8/11 CAN email (funded by Defra.  Lottery Funding)

i) 23/8/11 Environmental Law Foundation Event 2/9/11 at Morpeth

j) 23/8/11 NALC AGM 

k) 23/8/11 Navigus - National Planning Policy Framework

l) 23/8/11 RFB No 31

m) 4/9/11 Joint NCC /PC meeting Tuesday October 11th 6 p.m. at Stocksfield.  Agenda items by 23/9/11.

n) 4/9/11 Northumberland National park eNews September 

o) 4/9/11 North East Forest Commission Update No 20

p) 4/9/11 RFB No 32

9. Financial Report. 

a) Cheques to be signed

Cheque No 442 Alex Evison grass cutting 19/8/11 £97.80

Cheque No 443  Pat Wilson 6 months salary April – September £1,500.00

Proposed by Cllr Norris and seconded by Cllr Brooks the cheques were signed.

b) Interim Cheques: 
None

c) Audit date July 22nd 2011

d) VAT repayment of £565.64 - notification received that remittance was made by BACS.
10. Current Planning Applications.

According to the Hexham Courant 11/01848 NONMAT: D Morton application for a non-material amendment following a grant of planning permission – amendments to planning permission 20101040 part retrospective raised timber structure to the north elevation and alterations and extensions to property including alterations to roof including two dormer and reformation of conservatory at Moorland, Lead Road – The PC has not received notification or details of this.

11/01478/FUL: Demolition of existing conservatory & construction of two-storey extension.  Forge Cottage, Colpitts Grange.  Slight concerns of sunlight problems for property to west.

11/01333/FUL: Conservatory to rear. Primrose Cottage, Colpitts. 

No objections.

Decisions from Planning Authority. * need to check these for future meetings (see 8a hard copy above)

11/01320/FUL: Construction of replacement garage. Old school – 

Granted

see 8 Hard copy a above: NCC planning – copies of decision notices to PCs will no longer be sent out to statutory consultees.  Applications must from August 22nd be tracked from the NCC website. Information circulated.

11. Update netted games/play area within school grounds: notes from meeting on Tuesday 23/8/11 circulated and attached as an appendix. 

a) Email 15/8/11 from CL draft application for comments.

b) Email 16/8/11 from CL application with attachments

c) Email 16/8/11 from CL reply to concerned neighbours.

d) Email 16/8/11 from CL re application BMX track is classified as play not sport.

e) Several emails about this definition problem.

f) Email 19/8/11 from CL to say got £26,000 of the funding granted from the HDF.  The shortfall could be made up via the Community Chest.

g) Email 22/8/11 from Nigel Sanger asking if the CT could include a review of the PC plans for ongoing management and development of usage agreement with the school.
h) Email 22/8/11 from CL re meeting 23/8/11 together with previous correspondence between 21/8/11 – 14/7/11 regarding a further meeting with neighbours and the fact that planning permission is not needed.

i) Community Use Policy as tabled in July – agenda item 11b

Community Use Policy as written from 4d 8/8/11; 11b11/7/11 Netherton   Combine the two policies what to keep and what to reject?  Defer to October meeting

J) For discussion in September at Slaley PC meeting. Defer to October meeting
Resulting in discussions after the meeting between Cllr Hancock and Pat Wilson the following additional notes are for consideration at the September Parish Council meeting.

If the Parish Council is to be responsible for a weekly inspection of the school grounds (this is different from the statutory inspection of the play equipment) at weekends and during school holidays a list of volunteers may not be the best way to approach the PC’s duty of care.  Additional time by the school caretaker is one option, which could be considered if that person was interested, and whenever a change of caretaker took place then a new agreement would need to be reached.

Putting out to tender for someone to undertake the weekly inspection for the 14 weeks of school holidays would guarantee that the PC’s duty of care had been fulfilled.  This would be similar to our current agreement with Alex Evison for cutting the four area of grass in the parish.  

In either case, the original terms of reference for inspections, drawn up when the field was first opened 5 years ago and agreed at that time by the school, could form a basis for the new arrangement, if a copy of that agreement could be found.

It is the PC’s understanding that the Community Trust will remain responsible for the weekly volunteer checks until such time as the new play and sport facilities are officially open to the public, which should be sometime late Autumn.

k) Email 24/8/11 from CL copy of reply to the neighbours concerns

l) Email 26/8/11 from CL re nieghbours response to the reply the outline of which was agreed on 23/8/11

m) Email 27/8/11 from CL re more queries from neighbours.  

n) Email 2/9/11 from CL a further meeting with neighbours to finally iron out the problems is proposed for Wednesday September 7th. + 2 pages of screening information

12. Bus Service Survey.

a) Questionnaire Replies received from the web (3) all three talk of the serious limitation caused to teenagers by the reduced service.  By email return (2) again based on teenagers the hardships are great both for after school activities and in the words of one parent the summer holidays have been a nightmare while another talks of 10 extra car trips each week with three teenage children.  Hard copy returns (4) most are from older people who are concerned with medical appointments and the need to book taxis for one or both trips.  The service renders users unable to make connecting services for public transport to Newcastle, Metro Center etc. and then get home again.

b) Reply by email from Whittonstall PC – a person who banks in Consett is no longer able to travel by bus due to a lack of a return service.  Also teenagers are unable to join after school activities as there is no late service.  

c) Vera Jewitt telephoned the Clerk, Thursday September 1st  She has been told by the bus driver that the present service will continue until March 2012.

d) Clerk telephoned Ian Coe. Monday 5/9/11 about this and was informed that a new contract had already been agreed.  A working draft copy of this was emailed to the Clerk and presented to the meeting.  The Clerk verbally reported to Mr. Coe how disappointed, annoyed and disillusioned she was with this decision because the three PC’s had been promised in February that they would be part of the consultation in a renewal contract.  The additional services will address some of the problems.  Limited resources remain a problem although Mr Coe did say that during school holidays when school buses are not needed then maybe holiday provision could be reviewed.  The two Councillors questionned how the workers at Slaley Hall are getting back to Hexham and where was the bus coming from for the additional service.  It was decided to wait until the main draft arrives with an apology before a reply could be sent.  Defer to October meeting.
13. Parish Plan Annual Update of Information Board facilities & services.

a) Information Board (see agenda item 15 c 8/8/11) Michael Elphick has spoken with Marcus Byron who had thought that the production company had sent a replacement in May 2009.  The Board was paid for in January 2009 after the initial mistake was rectified.  Mr Elphick to look into this.

b) Where to Buy Locally will be annually updated, printed and distributed by the CT (see agenda item 6(ii) c 11/7/11)

c) Business Directory the CT will incorporate this into the Where to Buy Locally leaflet.

14. Annual review of the effectiveness of internal audit.

The Councillors felt that the monthly reports and present system is adequate.

15. Report from meeting on 24/8/11 by representative on the Commemoration Hall Management committee. (copy of agreed minutes of June 22nd circulated and attached as appendix 1/050911.page 725)

a) 13 8/8/11. Community Trust Planters ME asked the CHMC if they would be interested in having the planters at the CH if SPC had not made a decision as to where to put them.  The CHMC said yes they would like them.  Neither of the Councillors present had thought of a new village site for them.  It was decided to email the remaining Councillors and ask if they had objections to the Commemoration Hall as the new site.

b) The Panto performance on Friday December 2nd – it was decided to ask Slaley WI if they would like to do the catering.

c) The decision was taken to look into having a Reserves Policy.

d) More completed questionnaires are needed before applying for the improvement grant.

16. AOB

a) The Clerk reported that the name of the flat above Slaley Village Shop was “Moorlands”.  This fact had been forgotten when “Moorland View” was changed to “Moorland”.  However, despite the similarity between the names each have different postcodes and so can be correctly identified.

b) Dorothy Bell made contact with Clerk and asked for an update on additional parking spaces at Parkside bungalows and also the proposed new Ladycross Stone sign (see agenda item 6d above for sign).  With regard to the lack of parking spaces the Clerk reported the site visit in May 2010 and subsequent correspondence – cutbacks in the highways department and general lack of funds prohibited the work.  However the PC has included additional parking spaces in its LTP Programme 2012-13 (see agenda item 14 of 8/8/11 minutes).
c) Mr & Mrs Hutchinson, Low House made a complaint about overgrown shrubs on the Dilston road and skid signs left from 2010 resurfacing work on Ladycross road.

d) Clerk asked to make contact with absent Councillors and remind them that holidays should be indicated to the Clerk and apologies given before meetings begin. 

17. BOATs update.

a) MK advised the Clerk by telephone that a public inquiry on the Gingleshaugh Road Order is to be held at Whitley Chapel on Tuesday November 8th.

b) YDGLA emailed information on the Redtape Challenge from the Government.  It involves the CROW Act  - sent to members of the joint committee.

18. Date of October monthly meeting.

Monday October 10th

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9 p.m.
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